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Linking to electronic resources

Field 856 is the key field
856 – Electronic Location and Access

• Indicator 2 ((Relationship) is key indicator
» 0 – Resource
» 1 – Version of resource
» 2 – Related resource

• Key subfields
– $u – Uniform Resource Identifier (URI)
– $z – Public note
– $3 – Materials specified OR $y – Link text

Leader position 6 (Type of Record)
• Code for content, not carrier



Models

Record describes an electronic resource
– Ebook
– Electronic resource digitized from a print resource but record

is only for electronic
– Collection record for a group of electronic resources
– Web site

• Use 856 with Ind2=0 (Resource) to link to e-resource
– Optionally include $y with link text

• Leader 6 indicates content, e.g., if text, then “a” (language
material)



Examples – 856 Ind 2 = 0 (Resource)

Electronic journal
• 245  10  $a The Rand journal of econimics $h [electronic

resource]
• 856  40  $u http://www.columbia.edu /…

• User display:
– Links: Resource (generated from 2nd indicator)

Collection of electronic materials
• 245  00  $a September 11 Web archive $h [electronic

resource]
• 856 40 $u http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.natlib/collnatlib.00000001

$ycollection

• User display:
– Links: Collection (generated from $y)

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.natlib/collnatlib.00000001


Models
Record describes a print resource and adds
link to an electronic version

– Digitized printed book
• Use 856 with Ind 2=1 (Version of resource)
• Optionally include $y to indicate what the version is

Record describes a print resource and adds
link to an electronic part of resource

– Electronic sample text from a printed book
– Digitized pictures from a printed item
– Image of Table of Contents from a printed item

• Use 856 with Ind 2=1 (Version of resource)
• Include $3 or $y to indicate the part

In both cases Leader/6 indicates “type” for the
print item



Examples – 856 Ind 2 = 1 (Version)

Electronic journal
• 245 10  $a American quarterly
• 856  41  $u http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/… $y Electronic

version
• User display:

– Links: Electronic version

Sample text from book
• 245  10  $a Cellophane :$b a novel /$cMarie Arana
• 856  41  $3 Sample text $u http://www.loc.gov/catdir/

enhancements/fy0661/2006040204-s.html

• User display:
– Links: Sample text



Example of link to sample text
Sample text for Cellophane : a novel / Marie Arana
Copyrighted sample text provided by the publisher and used with permission. May

be incomplete or contain other coding.
part one
A Plague of Tongues

Many years later, when the wise men gathered with their pierced faces
and carved gourds to purify the streets of Floralinda, they agreed they
should have known a run of plagues would curse this town. There had
been signs, they muttered, sprinkling the hard earth with river water.
There was the coughing dog. The blue-skinned boy.

The little white terrier, Basadre, a normally mild, unexcitable creature,
had spun through Don Victor Sobrevilla’s house whining and frenzied,
chasing his tail in perfect circles. ….



Models

Record has links to related electronic
resources

– Publisher description of the resource
– Biographic information about author
– EAD Finding aid for the collections described in the record

• Use 856 with Ind 2=2 (Related resource)
• Use $3 or $y to indicate what the related item is

Leader/6 related to the item cataloged in the
record



Examples – 856 Ind 2 = 2 (Related resource)

Link to EAD Finding Aid
• 245  10  $a Jerome Kern collection, $f 1905-1945
• 856  42  $3 Finding aid $u http:// hdl.loc.gov/loc.music/

eadmus.mu00200

Publisher supplied information linked to record
• 245  10  $a Cellophane :$b a novel /$cMarie Arana
• 856  42  $3 Contributor biographical information $u

http://www.loc.gov/catdir/enhancements/fy0661/ 2006040204-
b.html

• 856  42  $3Publisher description $uhttp://www.loc.gov/
catdir/enhancements/fy0633/2006040204-d.html

• User display:
– Links: Contributor biographical information

Publisher description



Example of link to biographical
information

Contributor biographical information for Cellophane : a novel / Marie
Arana

Biographical text provided by the publisher (may be incomplete or contain other
coding). The Library of Congress makes no claims as to the accuracy of the
information provided, and will not maintain or otherwise edit/update the
information supplied by the publisher.

MARIE ARANA is the editor of the Washington Post Book World. Born in
Peru of a Peruvian father and an American mother, she is the author of
American Chica, a finalist for the PEN—Memoir Award and the National
Book Award, and a collection of columns, The Writing Life: Writers on
How They Think and Work. Marie Arana lives in Washington, D.C., and
Lima, Peru.



Link to publisher description
Publisher description for Cellophane : a novel / Marie Arana
Information from electronic data provided by the publisher. May be incomplete or

contain other coding.
Don Victor Sobrevilla, a lovable, eccentric engineer, always dreamed of

founding a paper factory in the heart of the Peruvian rain forest, and at the
opening of this miraculous novel his dream has come true–until he
discovers the recipe for cellophane. In a life already filled with signs and
portents, the family dog suddenly begins to cough strangely. A wild little
boy turns azurite blue. All at once Don Victor is overwhelmed by
memories of his erotic past; his prim wife, Doña Mariana, reveals the
shocking truth about her origins; the three Sobrevilla children turn their
love lives upside down; the family priest blurts out a long-held secret....

A hilarious plague of truth has descended on the once well-behaved
Sobrevillas, only the beginning of this brilliantly realized, generous-
hearted novel. Marie Arana’s style, originality, and trenchant wit will
establish her as one of the most audacious talents in fiction today and
Cellophane as one of the most evocative and spirited novels of the year.



Other URI locations
Links to electronic supplements may be recorded in
subfield $u (URI) in the following fields

• 031 – Musical Incipit
• 505 – Formatted contents note
• 506 – Restrictions on Access
• 514 – Data Quality note
• 520 – Summary, etc.
• 538 – System Detail Note
• 540 – Terms Governing Use
• 545 – Biographical or historical data
• 552 – Entity and attribute information note (data sets)
• 555 – Cumulative Index/Finding Aids Note
• 563 – Binding Information
• 583 – Action Note
• 852 – Location
• 856 – Electronic Location and Access



Questions?


